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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting 

Station 81 
April 14, 2015 

6:00 p.m. 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 6:00 pm by Chair Chuck 

Vyverberg.  In Attendance Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Andy Rorie, Commissioner 

Chuck Vyverberg, Chief Tony Nielsen, Assistant Chief Greg Godfrey, District Secretary Carol 

Trescott, members of the public and members of the District. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

 

Resolution 15-03, Board of Fire Commissioners Meeting Location Change: 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and Seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  Move to adopt 

Resolution 15-03, Resolution to Change the Location of the Regular Meeting.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 Move:  Executive Session before Unfinished Business 

 Add:  New Business, Item F, IT Workshop – Commissioner Vyverberg 

 Add:  New Business, Item G, Public Comments – Commissioner Vyverberg 

Motion made by Commissioner Rorie and seconded by Commissioner Boling:  Move to approve the 

Agenda as amended. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion made by Commissioner Rorie and seconded by Commissioner Boling:  Move to approve the 

Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The Board adjourned to Executive Session at 6:06 pm, Per RCW 12.30.110(g), to review the 

performance of a public employee.  Commissioner Vyverberg announced Executive Session was 

expected to last ten minutes.   

 

At 6:16 pm Commissioner Vyverberg announced Executive Session was extended for ten minutes. 

 

At 6:26 pm Commissioner Vyverberg called the regular meeting back in session.  No decisions were 

made in Executive Session. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. District Policy – Commissioner Boling:  The Board scheduled a workshop for Wednesday, 

April 29, 2015, 6:00 pm, at Station 81 to continue their work of drafting new District policy. 
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B. Lexipol Policy Subscription Service – Commissioner Vyverberg:  Commissioner 

Vyverberg reported all three commissioners and Captain Hebden attended an hour long webinar by 

Lexipol which outlined the services they provide.   

 

After discussion on the benefits and cost of the Lexiol program, the Board chose to continue their 

work drafting District policy and will revisit the possibility of using Lexipol’s services at a later date. 

 

C. Procedures Committee Update – Commissioner Boling:  Assistant Chief Godfrey reported 

that members of the Procedures Committee are on track with the goal of completing ten procedures 

between meetings.  He added many of the remaining procedures are lengthy and may take additional 

time to complete.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Resolution 15-04, M & O Levy – BoFC:  Chief Nielsen presented the Board with Resolution 

15-04, Maintenance and Operations Levy RCW 84.52.130.  The document was drafted by Brian Snure 

and reviewed by Spokane County’s Assistant Prosecuting Attorney.  The resolution will place the 

District’s M & O levy measure on the August 4th ballot.  If approved, the levy would provide funding 

to maintain the current level of fire protection and EMS services and increase response reliability 

within the District by providing additional Firefighter/Paramedic staffing throughout the District.   

 

Chief Nielsen said the figures stated in the resolution were derived from the budget forecast for the 

next four years with a 2% inflation rate.   

 

Commissioner Vyverberg read the text of Resolution 15-04.   

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  Move to adopt 

Resolution 15-04, Maintenance and Operations Levy.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

B. Assistant Chief Work Agreement – Chief Nielsen:  Chief Nielsen said Assistant Chief 

Godfrey attended an educational conference in 2014 presented by the International Association of Fire 

Chiefs where an emphasis was placed on the importance of chief officers having a work agreement or 

professional services agreements in place.  Chief Godfrey has approached the Chief with a draft 

agreement he composed between himself and the District.  Chief Nielsen said he is supportive of an 

agreement for the Assistant Chief and provided the Board with a copy of the draft agreement he 

received from Chief Godfrey. Chief Nielsen asked the Board if they were interested in exploring the 

proposal through negotiations or a workshop.   

 

The commissioners agreed with the concept of a work agreement and would like to further examine 

those items that are important to the District and that are important to Chief Godfrey. 

 

The Board will discuss the issue during their workshop on April 29th.   

 

Chief Nielsen provided the commissioners with several sample contracts he had gathered. 

 

C. Insurance Car Rental Coverage – Commissioner Boling:  Commissioner Boling would like 

to ensure that members of the District secure the same type of insurance coverage for vehicle rentals 

when they travel on District business.   

 

The Board will discuss the issue further during their workshop on April 29th. 
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D. Out-Of-District Correspondence – Commissioner Boling:  Commissioner Boling asked that 

all correspondence sent out on District letterhead be first reviewed by the Chief or his designee.  He 

said the matter could be addressed through policy or procedure and would like further discussion at 

the April 29th workshop.  

 

E. 2016 NWLS Attendees – Commissioner Boling:  Commissioner Boling would like to see the 

agency provide an opportunity for other members of the District to attend the annual Northwest 

Leadership Seminar. 

 

Seven people from the District attended the conference in 2015; eight places are reserved for 2016.  

 

F. IT Workshop – Commissioner Vyverberg:  Commissioner Vyverberg said he would like the 

Board to consider holding an IT workshop as he felt there are some areas that still needed to be 

addressed such as the District’s network, servers and backup procedures.  

 

Commissioner Rorie asked Commissioner Vyverberg to define the scope of his concerns. 

 

Commissioner Vyverberg said his interest was with the District’s on-site antiquated tape backup 

system.  He said much of the available new technology requires a better network supply. 

 

Commissioner Rorie said IT and IS is a part of a larger master plan process much like facilities or 

apparatus; all are major projects that take a lot of time, energy and money.  He suggested the Board 

quantify what specifically they are seeking and provide an opportunity for the District to show what 

has been done to remedy the issue.  

 

The matter will be discussed further at the workshop on April 29th. 

 

G. Public Comments – Commissioner Vyverberg:  Commissioner Vyverberg said WFCA 

training suggests the Board set a time period for public comments during meetings.   

 

Commissioner Rorie said the practice is pretty common, as is offering an opportunity for the public to 

comment at the beginning of a meeting and another at the end of a board meeting.  His desire is to 

make the opportunity for comment at Board meetings as user friendly as possible for attendees. 

 

Commissioner Boling acknowledged the commissioners have been fairly lenient on allowing public 

comments during their meetings, however, an attorney at the WFCA training strongly advised against 

that practice.  Commissioner Boling recommended adding a Public Comment period to the beginning 

of the agenda following the adoption of the Consent Agenda, and another second Public Comment 

period as it currently stands on the agenda.  He would also like to limit public comments to three 

minutes with an opportunity for an extension by the Board Chair. 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Vyverberg:  To add a second 

Public Comments period to the BoFC meeting agenda following the Consent Agenda, and limiting the 

Public Comments to three minutes per speaker.   

 

Motion amended by Commissioner Rorie and seconded by Commissioner Boling:  To amend the 

motion to allow an extension of the three minute time limit at the discretion of Board Chair.     
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The motion carried unanimously. 

 

The amended motioned carried unanimously.     

 

EXECUTIVE REPORT by Chief Nielsen 

A. 55th Avenue Annexation Petition – Chief Nielsen was notified on March 24th by the City of 

Spokane that a petition for annexation was filed for three lots between 55th Avenue and 53rd Avenue 

from Regal and Freya.  The assessed valuation of the three lots is approximately 4.2 million; the 

revenue to the District is approximately $8,500 per year.  The City Council met on April 2nd and made 

the decision to square the boundaries of the properties by expanding the area significantly to include 

part of the Palouse Highway, About Space, and west to Regal.  At this time Brian Snure is 

recommending that the District continue to monitor the situation.  He said the City appears to be in 

compliance with the previous annexation agreement on notification.  Chief Nielsen said the formula 

for annexation mitigation payment to the District is the assessed valuation of the property divided by 

1,000, multiplied by the District’s levy rate, times 6.5, and is payable in four annual installments.  The 

Chief will keep the Board informed of any new developments.  

 

B. Capital Purchases – As previously requested, Chief Nielsen presented the commissioners 

with a copy of the three-year capital purchase plan as developed in October 2013.    From the 2015 list 

a ventilation fan has been secured as an emergency purchase, and the MDT equipment was acquired 

on sale at a substantially discounted rate.  

 

Commissioner Boling requested the capital purchase plan be reviewed at the next regular meeting to 

ensure the items listed are still a priority for the agency. 

 

C. Recruitment Update – Chief Godfrey reported recent recruitment efforts yielded five 

applications for Resident Volunteers; thirty applications for volunteer firefighters; and twenty-six 

applications for Part-time firefighters.  A Volunteer academy began on April 8th; a Part-time academy 

began on April 14th.  The District has added two Resident Volunteers, six Volunteer members, and 

five Part-time firefighters.  Six Part-time firefighters from the January recruit class have nearly 

completed their training. District 8, City of Spokane Fire Department and Spokane Valley Fire 

Department are all now using Public Safety Testing for recruitment. 

 

D. Fire Prevention / Public Education Division Update – Chief Godfrey reported that the 

District’s Public Education group recently partnered with BLM and DNR to man a booth at the Big 

Horn Show at the fairgrounds.  District members collected 128 yards of lawn and garden waste during 

Debris Collection Day on March 28th.  The 3rd annual Fire Service Day Open House will be Saturday, 

May 9th, at Station 81. Chief Godfrey and representatives from DNR presented the Glenrose 

Homeowners Association with a Firewise plaque and signage; the Ridge at Hangman and Bella Vista 

neighborhoods are also Firewise communities and Chief Long is working to assist other homeowner 

associations in becoming involved in the Firewise program.  The zip line park will open May 22nd; 

District personnel will train at the park prior to its opening; Chief Godfrey reviewed details of the 

contract between the District and the park owners.  From January 1 – March 31, there have been 

$6,337,000 in project permits filed with Spokane County within the District’s boundaries; most are 

single family homes; one is a three-building storage unit at 61st and Palouse.   

 

E. DNR Grant – Chief Hatley was successful in acquiring a grant through the Department of 

Natural Resources for 18 wildland packs and one hose pack.  The packs carry water, a fire shelter, a 

radio, and other small supplies.  In the past two years the District has only been able to purchase six 
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packs at a cost of $120 each.  Through the grant, Chief Hatley was able to obtain 18 packs at a cost of 

$37.14 each.    

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 Capital Purchases   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mike Hause requested and was given a copy of Resolution 15-04, the M & O Levy Resolution.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The next regular Board of Fire Commissioners meeting will be held, Tuesday, May 12th, at 

Station 82, 6:00 pm. 

 Chief Nielsen will speak to the Saltese Landowners Association on Wednesday, April 15th, at 

Station 85.  Deputy Craig Chamberlain will also speak to the group representing the Sheriff’s 

Office. 

 WFCA spring training will be June 6, 2015 in Chelan, Washington 

 SCFD8’s Fire Service Day Open House will be Saturday, May 9th at Station 81, from 10:00 am 

to 2:00 pm. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

The regular meeting was adjourned at 7:31 pm. 

         

 

 

_____________________________________ 
              Charles H. Vyverberg, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________________ 
Carol L. Trescott, District Secretary 


